174                                   ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHY
lands lying in the north-west of the old kingdom of Hungary,
The total area is estimated at about 54,000 square miles, or some-
what less than half that of the United Kingdom. The basis of the
new State is ethnological rather than geographical, and the majority
of the population are Northern Slavs who are separated from their
kinsfolk, the Southern Slavs, by the -Germans of Austria and the
Magyars of Hungary. la Bohemia and Moravia these Northern
Slavs are Czechs, and the census of 1910 showed that out of a total
population of over 9,000,000 they numbered over 6,000,000 or about
two-thirds of the whole. The remaining third consisted of Ger-
mans, who occupied considerable areas in the north of Bohemia,
more especially in the basins of the Eger and Upper Elbe, and
were numerous in the north of Moravia. In Slovakia, as the Car-
pathian part of the State is called, about half of the total population
of 3,500,000 was returned as Slovak, but in the valleys, and in the
plain on which the valleys open out, the Magyars are more numerous,
and in the region as a whole were said to number over 1,000,000.
According to the census of 1921, however, the population consisted
of 8,760,000 Czechoslovaks, 3,120,000 Germans, 745,000 Magyars,
462,000 Ruthenians, and 520,000 others. In 1930 the country had
14,723,000 inhabitants.
PHYSICAL FEATURES. Physically, Czechoslovakia falls into
several distinct regions. In the west there is the Bohemian massif,
which includes Bohemia and the north-west of Moravia, and In 'the'
east that part of the Carpathian system which lies within the political
frontiers of the State. These two regions are separated from one
another by the Moravian lowland, which opens up a route from the
basin of the Danube to that of the Oder.
Hie Bohemian massif consists in the main of an ancient block of
Archaean age^ but Palaeozoic rocks cover a wide extent of
country between Pilsen and Prague. To the west and north of
these Palaeozoic rocks is a district in which the Coal Measures were
deposited in a great inland lake; and in the north and north-east
of Bohemia* where the ancient massif lies at a lower level, there
is a large area of Cretaceous rock, in which many of the river valleys
are covered with Tertiary and Quaternary material. The Mittelge-
blrge in the north are of volcanic origin. The mountains surrounding
Bohemia, though they frequently form a serious barrier to com-
miuiicatLons, do not rise to any great height, the average elevation